
Vale of Aeron AGM meeting – 18th October 2018 @ 7.30pm in Cilcennin Village Hall 
 

Committee Members present – Tina Jones, Marina Boyes, Emma Brooke, Joanne Davies, Jackie 
Jones, Amanda Jones, Dawn Francis and Yvonne Jones  
Apologies – Sophia Evans, Mandy Jones and Maxine Davies 
 
Others present – Sian Hughes, Fran Griffiths, Linda Carlisle, Patricia Knight, Rhian Jones, Pippa 
Griffiths, Sue Griffiths and Lynda Webster  
 
Welcome 
Chair, Marina, welcomed all to the meeting and said it was nice to see so many people present.  
 
Chairs Report 
Increased member numbers this year which is fantastic and the club have put on some great events 
with William Blane, cross country training, dressage clinics, lessons and some good results at Area 
competitions. Marina thanked the committee for their hard work and members for their support 
and apologised for not being around much this past year to help at events due to a hectic personal 
life and responsibilities.  
 
Update from Area 21 AGM 
Briony Cutler is the Area 21 Training Officer once again. Each year there is a £1000 Area Training 
Fund granted from HQ which can be used for mounted and dismounted training. Each club within 
the Area is offered two spaces at this training with further spaces becoming available if numbers 
allow. When the training is advertised members to express an interest to Emma and the two spaces 
will be balloted by the Committee. If a member has a suggestion for training using this fund please 
send them to Emma. Suggestions must be sent to Briony within 20 days of AGM; by 31st October. 
VARC members felt that the training is too often held down South and that it would be nice to have 
something in the North of the area; Emma agreed to email Briony to suggest a North and South 
training session which will suit all clubs within the area better.  
The Winter Area SJ on 13th October was cancelled due to Storm Callum; a new date will be arranged 
for before Christmas. If teams cannot attend the new date a credit will be given to the club.  
All Area Qualifiers for 2019 have been allocated to clubs for running but if VARC want to run a 
qualifier in 2020 we can put ourselves forward at the next Area Liaison Committee meeting in 
January.  
The Hunter Trials will be held in Llanymynech this year although holding them at Cambrian was 
discussed but all agreed that the course wasn’t quite up to standard just yet and there was a lack of 
space for all three disciplines.  
Issues with vaccines for Area Comps are on the increase with horses being vaccinated in the week 
leading up to the competition which is not allowed and is stated in the rule book. All vaccines need 
to be within the dates stated in the rule book and up to date in order to compete.  
Resignations nor elections of Area 21 Committee members were not discussed; Jackie will email the 
Chair to ask about this.  
 
Committee Updates 

 Resignations 
Marina feels that due to limited time to help at events and provide support she would like to resign 
as Chair as she is filling a role that someone else may wish to take. Discussions were had with regard 
to the huge amount of knowledge and experience that Marina brings to the club and all agreed that 
this was a massive benefit to the club and ideally it would be best for Marina to stay in post. As no 
one else came forward for the post of Chair Marina agreed to do the role for another year.  Jackie 
would deputise for Marina at any meetings where Marina could not attend and also in any form of 



approval/agreement on club matters. Marina along with Jackie would continue to attend the Area 
meetings, if they were unable to attend Tina and Emma would attend on their behalf. Tina was 
happy to continue to support Marina and would continue to attend most events as Vice Chair.    
Maxine has suggested that she is happy to stand down as Committee Member, this was accepted as 
currently we are one over on the committee member allowance.  
Yvonne, Treasurer will continue for another year but not sure if she will carry on after this time. 
All other officers happy to remain.  
 

 Elections  
No posts available to elect into as there are a maximum of 10 spaces of the Committee which are 
filled as follows:  
Chair – Marina Boyes 
Vice Chair – Tina Jones 
Secretary – Emma Brooke  
Treasurer – Yvonne Jones  
Training/Instructor – Mandy Jones 
Committee Member/Deputy for Chair – Jackie Jones  
Committee Member – Joanne Davies 
Committee Member – Dawn Francis 
Committee Member – Sophia Evans   
Committee Member – Amanda Jones   
 
2019 Area Qualifiers 
Most dates have been agreed as per list on agenda. 
Agreed protocol for future area qualifier competitors is that they must have attended at least 2 
training sessions with the club so that we can ensure the capability of horse/rider to compete at the 
intended level. This not only covers the club in knowing that their entries are able but it is also for 
the safety of our members and their horses.  
Area qualifier competitors for both teams and individuals will be selected by the committee and it 
will be the committee that puts together the teams. Deposits will be requested once a member has 
attended training and been selected and full payments to be received prior to any entries 
(preliminary and area) being made. All payments for area comps are non-refundable.  
 
2019 Training – Lessons and Clinics  
William Blane recently provided an excellent days training for the club. Whilst he was here dates 
were discussed for next year and he has been booked to return on Sunday 28th April at Lluest. 
 
2019 lessons to be structured for those who express an interest in teams and those who have an end 
goal in sight and wish to aim towards something. Agreed that lessons should be regular and 
consistent so that continued improvement is made and that end goal is achieved.  
Members suggested training as follows: An introduction to Le Trec, Dressage to Music, Frist Aid – 
talk possibly be COTTSS Equine, Lessons in Cwmnant and Arena Eventing Training in Beacons.  
 
A successful dressage clinic was held in September with Diane Hesketh-Jones. Members who 
attended highly recommended Diane and would like to have another clinic arranged with her.  
 
VARC’s first camp in June was a huge success. Amanda stated that she had begun to gather some 
venues and details together for a 2019 camp. It was agreed that Camp for 2019 would be discussed 
at future committee meetings for a decision as to whether we would hold another and if so to 
discuss and agree the detail.  
 



Our annual Christmas Fun Day is taking place on 9th December at Cwmnant. Details to follow. 
Members Pippa and Sue volunteered once again to decorate the school but asked for donations of 
Christmas Decorations from other members. If you have anything to offer please contact Emma.  
 
Any Other Business 
Committee meeting arranged for 6th November. If any member wishes to raise an issue or make a 
suggestion with regard to anything please forward to Emma by 31st October. 
 
At William Blane clinic it was disappointing for members of the committee to find the car park 
littered with horse poo at the end of the day. Not just one or two but at least 8 were cleared away 
that had been left behind. Members have been told to clear up after themselves but a reminder to 
be issued and anyone known to leave mess in future will be banned from attending.  
 
Yvonne is having difficulties with PayPal due to payment not containing a note of what the payment 
is for. From now on PayPal and BACS payments that do not include a note/reference will not be 
accepted. Members to be informed via Facebook and Newsletter.  
 
Our club instructor, Mandy is now holds her UK Level 3 in The Principles of Coaching Sport and UK 
Level 3 in Coaching Equestrian Riding. This is a huge achievement as not many instructors in Wales 
hold these qualifications and we are lucky that our club instructor has these certificates.  
 
If anyone has any fundraising ideas please put them forward to the committee. These funds would 
be used for area preliminary entries, buying the club a set of show jumps or show cross jumps, 
dressage markers, paying for top instructors for one off clinics etc. 
 
 


